The 25th of April is a national day to honour the members of the Australian and New Zealand Army Corps (ANZAC), who gave their lives at Gallipoli during the First World War (WWI).
The 25th of April has also been designated World Malaria Day by the World Health Organization (WHO), and is commemorated every year to bring awareness of deaths caused by malaria infection and global efforts to control infection.
There is no coincidence that these two commemorative events are on the same day, as military campaigns suffered great burdens caused by malaria infection during WWI.
Malaria infection is yet to be eradicated from human history; fundamental discoveries of malaria and its control were developed during WWI and the fight against malaria continues to this date. This article focuses on the discovery of malaria prior to WWI, the impact that malaria had on military in the war, and the development of control measures taken to minimize these effects and to subsequently eradicate the disease in many countries.
Malaria is one of the most prevalent parasitic diseases, and is caused by a eukaryotic protist of the genus Plasmodium, a member of the phylum Apicomplexa. The species of Plasmodium that are pathogenic for humans are: P. falciparum, responsible for approximately 80% of malaria cases, P. vivax, P. ovale, and P. malariae. These four were originally considered to be the only species to cause infection in humans, until in 2004 a zoonotic malaria species P. knowlesi identified in Malaysian Borneo was recognized as a fifth human malaria species 1 
WWI: malaria infection and the monumental discoveries in the 1880s to 1910s
In the 19th and early 20th Century, the Greek region was a major was initially used by the US Army to control lice vectors of typhus 13 .
Several field studies conducted in these southern European countries demonstrated the powerful efficacy of DDT on Anopheles mosquitos, resulting in malaria almost being eradicated from some areas where it was previously endemic late 1940s 13, 14 . Coating the surface of interior walls with residual DDT and spraying homes to control the Anopheles mosquito had a significant impact on the reduction of global malaria cases, and also helped eliminate the disease in the US by 1951 15, 16 . The Global Malaria Eradication
Programme was launched by the WHO in 1955 with the use of chloroquine and DDT against malaria (the eradication programme was however discontinued in 1972 due to the financial burden on the WHO) 17 . Although malaria was permanently eliminated from some regions, the emergence of drug resistant parasites and insecticide resistant mosquitoes became apparent 18, 19 .
Lessons from the past and challenges today
Sanitation and mosquito bite prevention are key to reducing malaria infection. Mosquito control has been shown to be one of the most In Focus
